Background: Infection with Herpes Simplex Virus Type-? (1ISV-2) is the primary cause of genital herpes and the most common cause of genital ulcer disease «(ilID) worldwide. There is little information on the prevalence of IISV-2 in Nigeria. Methodology' Specimens were collected trom 162 volunteers attending Jos lIniversity Teaching Hospital and tested tor HSV-2 antibodies using HSV-2 Type specific IgC, FlA test kit (Globalerned l.LC Alexandria VA.lJSA) Data were analyzed using SPSS version 13.0. P values 0.05 were considered signi ficant. numhr Results: Out of the 162 individuals tested. 141 (87.0%) were HSV-2 positive. Infected individuals were more likely to be male than female (92.8% versus 86.4%: P > 0.(5). There were high rates of infection in all age groups. and the prevalence increased with age. However. multivariate logistic regression analysis showed that IISV-2 prcv ulencc \\C1S not signilicantly associated with increasing age. sex. marital status. occupation. educational status. and number 01' sex partners (P~0.05). Conclusions: The results highlight the potential public health impact of IISV-2 in Nigeria when: anti-HSV-2 testing is not generally performed in all populations. especinlly considering the risk or nconutul transmission and the attendant complications at birth.
Introduction
Herpes Simplex Virus Type-2 (/-ISV-2) is a sexually transmitted infection (STI) that is chronic. widespread. and infectious during both its symptomatic and asymptomatic periods III The infection is a significant factor for increased risk of acquisition and transmission or human immunodeficiency virus (H IV). 1\ meta-analysis of studies of HSV-2 found that infection with HSV-2 doubled the risk of becoming infected with HIV through transmission during sexual activity 121.
Herpes Simplex Virus Type-? is the primary cause of genital herpes. It is highly prevalent in human populations in many parts of the world and it is the most common cause of genital ulcer disease (CLJD) worldwide 131.
Prevalence in the adult general population in subSaharan Africa ranges from 30% to SO% in women and from 10% to 50% in men [4J. The first documented isolation of HSV-2 in Nigeria was done in Ibadan 151. The HSV-2 seroprevalence rate among female sex workers in Lagos. Nigeria, was 59% [6] . Higher IISV-2 seroprevalence was reported in a multi-centre study of sex workers in four sub-Saharan 1\ frican cities In Ncwborns or women known to be infected with genital herpes are at risk of neonatal transmission; hence delivery of these babies by caesarean section is desirable. Furthermore.
newborns at greatest risk were horn to women exhibiting genital herpes for the first time during the time of delivery 181. Since genital herpes is not routinely diagnosed in the laboratory in .Ios. there is no data to guide HSV-2 prevent ion efforts Iike that avai lable for other common sexually transmitted infections (S'Tls).
Testing for seroprevalencc of antibodies to HSV-2 is Infections Clinic within .IlJTH. All sera were maintained at -20"C until they were retrieved for this study.
A structured questionnaire was used to obtain demographic and behavioral information from each patient.
Description a/Assay
Sera samples were tested for anti-HSY-2 using a second-generation enzyme immunoassay (EIA) kit with purified HSY-2 antigen coated on the surface of microwells (Globalemed LLC Alexandria. VA. USA). All steps were performed according to the manufacturer's instructions. Figure  I ). The prevalence of the HSV-2 infection was higher among those with two sex partners (i 00%) than among those with one sex partner (Figure 2 [9, 6] . which suggests that increasing age is a possible risk factor for HSV-2 infection and that HSV-2 infection is a lifelong infection with a high rate of transrn ission [4 J. However, a higher prevalence reported among men than women (92.8% versus 86.4% respectively) contrasts previous reports [9.4] , probably because of the difference in sample size between males. 14 (8.6%) and females 148 (91.3%) recruited in this study.
Statistical Analysis
It is interesting to note that there was a consistently high prevalence of IISV-2 infection irrespective of educational status. This agrees with a review conducted in 2004 which showed that there is a common finding among sero-epidemiological 
